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[n India English is taught both as a second language and as a
fore18n 1anguag§;\?‘he, t?t?}} ‘sguqnd 1|911guage’ is used because it has
ome & Jingua fr'a.n.ca between speakers of widely' diverse [i.
guages: By treating English as a ‘foreign language’ is meant that
gnglish is taught as a thool-subject or on an adult leve! solely for
giviﬂg students 2 foreign language competence. For both, it 1s
essential for English teacher to teach in such amanner that desired
als can be achieved because, in the words of Wren, “In the teaching

of class-subjects, the actual work of mind-training is performed. In
the early lessons in English, the weapon is forged, the tools are
with which that work of mind-training is performed........In
ish lessons he (the teacher) is hoeing the soil that it may be
eceive the seed.” Therefore, a sound “%howledge of the
principles of teaching English language is needed. Since these
Primiples are fruitful for all foreign language teaching, they are
called as general principles of foreign language teaching.

age teachers must keep in mind the following

rinciples, to achieve effectiveness in their teaching :

(1) Principles of Naturalness. The mother-tongue is always

learnt easily because there is a natural environment for learning

mother-tongue. The mother-tongue is spoken in the environment
created by family and neighbourhood. From the very beginning the
child listens to his parents, brothers, sisters, friends talking in that
language. He awakes with that language and sleeps with that
language. In this way, a natural environment for mother-tongue

learning is created aro ,,‘3 him, But' this is not true with foreign
language. The child encounters this language all of a sudden in one
of his classes and only for four or six periods in a week. Therefore, it

becomes difficult for him to learn the language. Hence, a npatural
environment should be provided by :
() Talking to students in the foreign Janguage in the class,

playground, etc.
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The technique
the teacher should write some sentences on the black-board, befor,

the students enter the class. When they will come they wjj
interestingly read what has bee% X‘Iﬁ“i‘?,?}}ﬁhe black-board.

@) The Principle of Habit Formation—Language learning
is a skill like learning cycling or swimming. Language is the
instrument ofall subjecs, so it should be automafic, i.e., a habit, It
should be learnt to the point that little or no ffort is required to
speak it. Thompson and Wyatt call it “unreflective right utterance.”
Plamer? says, “Language learning is essentially a habit forming
process, a process during which we acquire new habits.”

Language habit should become a nature. An attempt should
be made to form habits, as indicated by Bruce Pattison?, “Habit have
to be established, the operation of the system has to become fairly
automatic.” .

The following habits should be formulated in students :
soundg,) habit of listening to sounds and distinguishing between

1 John Hope Mason : Seconda i
: ry Education, Vol. VII. No. 1.
2 Palmer : The Principle of Language Study, e

3 B. Pattison : English Language Teaching, 1964, p. 4.
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onking with proper intonation and nccent,

habit of 8P
habil of imitating,

habit of repenting,
habit of apelling,

(i1)
(i)
(iv)

\

t::, habit of rending aloud with exact articulation,

(vii) habit of silent reading,

(viil) habit of using correct grammar,

(ix) habit of using words in their propor contexts,

(x) habit of correct prnnmwintiun,

(xi) habit of consulting dictionary,

(xii) habit of going to library, and

(xili) habit of reading news-papers, journals, magazines, story

; elc.
bo"kb(‘;) The Principles of Using Mother-Tongue-—Roberts
P 41! SayS: «when we learn first language, we face the universe
direct-ly and learn to cover it with speech; when we learn a second
|anguage, We tend to filter the universe through the language already
other-tongue in teaching foreign language-

}\nown-" go we can use m
tress its negative role but it has been found

Although some linguists s '
! in the acquistion of foreign languages, a8 pointe 1 out by

facilitating ' '
«The teaching of the mother-tongue and teaching of 2

P. Gurrey, . ”
foreign Janguage can support and assist each other. HiA]

(5) The Principles of Proper Order and Proportion—
The four distinct activities involved in language learning are : (1)
understanding, (2) speaking, (3) reading and (4) writing. The classical
order of teaching these activities 18 : |

First———understanding, Second—speaking,
Fourth-—-writing- '

Mr.J. A Bright did an experiment on students learning English
~ gsaforeign Janguage and found that the following order of teaching

. js more advantageous:
First——understand

Fourth—reading.

He found that reading becomes easy when writing is learnt
before reading because, in this way, associations between symbols
“and sounds can be made. Therefore, this order of teaching should be
maintained. Besides this principle of proper order, principle of
proportion should be

" language, due and equal emphasis should be put on each aspect.
UPIE & Aq.

1 R.Paul: Understanding English, p. 68.
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Words

1. Elegant

2. Gaiety

3. Fomidable
4. Vague etc.

Words

1. Table

2. Chair

3. Going

4. Book etc.
e

e
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For instance, the word elegant is in passive vocabulary. The

teacher should try to bring this word in the active vocabulary of the

students. When the student starts using the word ‘elegant’ off and

on, then the word ‘gaiety’ should be taken over and so on. Hornby!

has given suggestions as to how to prepare a list of active and passive
vocabulary.

@ The Principle of Motivation—Motivation is the core of
learning. Perphaps, no other principle is so important as of motivation
because a student motivated to learn a foreign language, can himself
manage to learn the language, somehow or the other. But to motivate

A\

1 Hornby : English Language Teaching, Vol. VIII, p. 18,
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students from a state of Slecpinesff._: Inducing anxiety, frustration,
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cile )/
(i) Expeétancy Technique
when there are goals to achieve and expectancy to achieve them,
So, teachersrshogl'q formulate clear cut goals before students.

il 9] ¢<1E 11 E
(iii) Incentive Techniques—Under these, the following tech-

niques come—Prize, punishment, praise, reproof, grades, compe-
titions etc.

(8) Principles of Selection—These principles are based on
the assumption that the whole system of the language cannot be
taught within a short period. Since we can teach only limited things
within a limited period, teaching-matter should be selected keeping
the following principles in mind :

(i) Frequency—Those words or structures (set of words,

- should be selected which have a high frequency of occurrence, i.e.,
which are used much, e.g., book, pen, table etc.

(ii) Range—Every word has its range. Range shows the
number of situations in which a word can be used. For instance,

there are two words—'sky’ and ‘have’. ‘Sky’ word can be used in one
situationt only whereas ‘have’ can be used in three situations, e.g. :
(@) Ihave read the book.
(b) Have some sweets.
(¢) Ihave three saris.

Here the range of ‘sky’ is very short whereas ‘have’ has a long
range. Words of longer range should be selected for teaching.

(iii) Availability—It refers to two things : (a) Whether the
word 1is convenient to teach, as table, chair, pen, book are due to
thier availability in the class-room. (b) Whether the word is useful
as plate, spoon, salt, cup are due to thier indispensible availability in

f arousing,”'/ " W ivg /(0

8—A person only gets motivated
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Thus, the above six principles of selection emphasise on th,

celection of useful material. W. R. Lee falso opines, “Teach thgg,
centence-structures first, the use of which can be made clear by

means of visible action in the class-room.” pote

(9) Principles of Gradations—.—Gl.'adataon means simplifying
the matter. The idea behind the princip 68 L Grid ale 15 B9
simplify the matter that language learning be_c CONEIRpee easy’: There
are two principles which come under gradation principles, viz -

(i) Principles of Grouping—Itinvolves grouping of materi]
on the basis of sound, situation, sentence structures and meaning to
make matter easy to learn. When matter is grouped on the basis of
sound, it is called ‘phonetic grouping’, for instance, go, row, bow,
toe, show can be taught together. When words are grouped according
to situation, it is called ‘lexical grouping, e.g., father, mother, brother,
sister, grandmother, grandfather can be taught in one context, i.e.,
family. Something we can group material on the basis of ‘sentence
structure’, e.g., I a_m.sitting. You are sitting. She is sitting. He is
sitting. They are sitting, etc. can be taught together. This type of
grouping is called ‘grammatical’. We can even group material on th
basis of meaning, for instance, beautiful, charmj nting
sitoctng car by ot ) ful, charming, gnchantmg,

: pubuncer one head. The is called semantic grouping.
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) Grnmmmi(‘ﬂ\ Sequence It 18 relatod to structures 1t
‘.?}mt first of all simple structures having subject-verb ohject,
e Delhi' should be taught. Then those sl ructures

a .

me gmng to

. ﬂ“‘ a (]

el : pe taught which closely follow the first structure, Lo, T am

\ . + the exhibition.’
cho o Dolhi 0 '}\ht exhibition,

" b) Lexiz".n\ Sequence—It is related to which word follows

whit‘h- For i“*;tf,‘.‘._‘l‘:}f' or follows cither; nor follows neither; there
follows here. Lo . <acding to meaning of
© Semantic Sequence—It is done according 0 meaning ¢

< Words of same or rather same meaning are taught one by
For instance :

@ We all take meal.

(i) We take breakfast in the morning.

(1ii) We take lunch at noon.

(iv) We take dinner atnight. .~ o

(10) Principle of Phonolog‘y—QSpoken Janguage depends on
sound and written language depends on sight. But it_is hard to
remember written symbols without attaching them with spok.en
gymbols- Therefore, teaching a foreign language should start with
pearing sounds and speaking the language. In no case it should start
grom writing. Wren also states the predominating importance of
speech, “There Was speech in the world a long time before there was
writing.” Thompson and Wyatt! also proclaim, “Book-work and pen-
work introduce passivity instead of activity. Oral work introduces
activity.” Prof. Kittson? has expressed similar views by saying,
«] sarning to speak a language is always by far the shortest road to
learning to read it and to write it.”

(11) The Principle of Interest—This is a very significant
principle. If the teacher is successful in creating interest in student
to learn the foreign language, half the battle is won. Interest can be
aroused by : |

(a) Audio-visual aids, e.g., pictures, charts, gramophone,
records. - - :

(b) Making the material meaningful, i.e., related to life.

(¢) Doing different types of activities, e.g., speaking, reading,
writing. ' '

According to Wren, “Lessons can be made interesting by

wo
oné-

- utilizing objects and pictures, by allowing all boys to do something

as well as to say something : by making the lesson playful.......”.

; T}.mmpson and Wyatt : The Teaching of English in India.
Kittson : Theory and Practice of Learning Teaching.
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(vii) Structura ¢ Accuracy and Correctnesg_

(14) The Principleooright or exact words. It means thy

M f
Accgracgoﬁggzslfslgh&ﬁi; impart meaning for contexts. For thig
woras S

ing points areimperative : .
e on of words should be right.

The selectl .
Eﬁ; Use of words should be economical.

(c) Expression should be impressive. oo |
| Correctness stands for accuracy of pronunciations, intonation,
spelling, structures and articulation. From the very beginning, the

teacher should be both accurate and correct. T
(15) The Principle of Concreteness—This prlnmple is based
on the assumption‘that knowledge can be stored in mind perma-
nently, if it is gained through practical experience. A child can
remember ‘lotus’ more if he has seen the flower himself than when
has not. The teacher, therefore, should begin with concrete things.
. As P.C. Wren says, “The first words of English should be names of
things (nouns) and those things should be readily available..... He
must say ‘book’, ‘desk’ etc..and point to the things he names.” For
g ilézs,sgfetﬁaclzler can use either classroom material or should
| ¢ some handy material. Adjectives, pronouns, prepositions,

- conjunctions, verbs, adverbs sh. e
this principle.- should also be taught keeping in mind

Learning A
Foreign Languag,

1 R.N. Safaya : The Teachiﬁg of Sanskrit.
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k1t aan be remembored.
C b Gramman- Ability to handle grammar,
(i) Rote momorization,
(v) Inferving linguistic rules, patterns, eto,
These are the various principles of foreign language teaching,
| 1fthe teacher W ants his teaching to be fruitful, if he wants the rate
| of learning to be accelerated, be must follow these principles in

m.:hingﬂ

| \_EXERCISE

QO Essay Type Questions
1. Describe briefly various principles of Teaching used in the
teaching of English. |
9 What do you mean by ‘learning by doing’ ? For what class is
this method most useful ? Illustrate your answer.

0 Short Answer Type Que_stions
1. What do you mean by the principle of variety ?
2. What is meant by the principles of selection ?
3. Explain the principle of interest.
Q Objective Type Questions
1. Motivation is a process of : 1 /
(a) arousing one’s interest (b) maintaining one’s interest
(c) controlling one’s interest  (d) all the above
Ans. (d) all the above

1 J. B. Carroll and S. M. Spoon : Modern Ldnguage Aptitude Test, N. Y.
Psychological Corporation, 1958. -




